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GOP makes big tax bet 


Boldest rewrite of system since 1986 adds to the deficit 
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TOM BRENNER « New York Times 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., was ebullient after the Senate passed its version of tax-cut legislation, 51-49, early Saturday. 


Businesses and higher-earning 
individuals will benefit the most. 


By ALAN FRAM, MARCY GORDON and 
STEPHEN OHLEMACHER ° Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - Republicans muscled the largest tax 
overhaul in 30 years through the Senate early Saturday, 
taking a big step toward giving President Donald Trump 
his first major legislative triumph after months of false 
starts and frustration on other fronts. 

“Just what the country needs to get growing again,” Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., said in an 
interview after a final burst of negotiation closed in on 
a nearly $1.5 trillion package that impacts the breadth of 
American society. 

He shrugged off polls finding scant public enthusiasm 
for the measure, saying the legislation would prove its 
worth. “Big bills are rarely popular,” he said. “You remem- 
ber how unpopular ‘Obamacare’ was when it passed?” 

Trump on Saturday tweeted his thanks to Senate and 
House Republicans as they now begin trying to reconcile 

See TAX on Al2 > 


WHAT’S NEXT? 


Two versions: The 
House and Senate 
passed different bills. 


Reconciling: A panel 
from both chambers will 
come up with one bill. 


End game: After final 
floor votes pre-Christ- 
mas, bill goes to Trump. 


The differences 
Details on conflicts 
between the bills that 
must be worked out. A12 


Next challenge 
A federal government 
shutdown looms at mid- 
night next Friday. A12 


Medicare, Social Security loom as 
Republicans’ next big targets. 


By KATE ZERNIKE and ALAN RAPPEPORT 
New York Times 


As the tax cut legislation passed by the Senate early 
Saturday hurtles toward final approval, Republicans are 
preparing to use the swelling deficits made worse by the 
package as a rationale to pursue their long-held vision: 
undoing the entitlements of the New Deal and Great Soci- 
ety, leaving government leaner and the safety net skimpier 
for millions of Americans. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan and other Republicans are 
beginning to express their dreams, vowing that next year 
they will move on changes in Medicare and Social Security. 
President Donald Trump tolda Missouri rally Wednesday, 
“We're going to go into welfare reform.” 

Their nearly $1.5 trillion package of tax cuts, a plan 
likely to win final approval in the coming days, could be 
the first step. But their strategy poses enormous risks, not 
only for millions of Americans who rely on entitlement 

See NEXT on Al2 > 


Fatigue may 
test donors’ 
giving spirit 


By SHANNON PRATHER 
shannon.prather@startribune.com 


Pounded with news of hur- 
ricanes, wildfires and mass 
shootings this year, many Min- 
nesotans responded with their 
wallets. Now, as charities move 
into the critical holiday fund- 
raising season, some worry 
that donors will be too tapped 
out to support local bread-and- 
butter causes. 

“Those other disasters 
absolutely can cannibalize 
some of our donations,” said 
Brian Molohon, Union Gos- 
pel Mission’s vice president 
of development. 

Giving for disaster relief 
also has waned with each suc- 
cessive event. The American 
Red Cross says it received 

See GIVING on A8 > 


TAKING SIDES ON FRANKEN 


In DFL stronghold, wary forgiveness and condemnation for shamed senator. 


Dean Vitse, who usually votes Republican, didn’t 


want to judge Franken too harshly in light of other 


scandals: “We have a double standard here.” 


Story by JUDY KEEN « Photos by GLEN STUBBE « Star Tribune staff 


MOOSELAKE, MINN.- Greg Olson is disappointed in Sen. 
Al Franken and might not vote for him again. Cindy Geary 
says he can earn her confidence back. Dan Holte says he 
should resign. Barb Lindorff’s trust in him hasn’t wavered. 

Sexual misconduct allegations surrounding the two- 
term Democratic senator from Minnesota have startled 
residents of this DFL-friendly area, and provoked an emo- 
tional stew of reactions in interviews with nearly two 
dozen of them, half of whom are women, this past week. 

Most said they believe the women accusing Franken of 
touching them inappropriately, but even some who didn’t 
vote for him said they like the job he’s doing and don’t think 
he should step down. 

Several people said they were shocked by the speed 
and ferocity of what Megan Stadin, 34, called a “frenzy” 
of sexual harassment claims that have ended the careers 
of high-profile business and entertainment figures. Some 
wondered why similar charges against President Donald 
Trump haven’t gotten renewed attention. And some said 
they hope this moment of reckoning will lead to permanent 
changes in workplace behavior. 

“I still support him. Really, how serious was it?” said 

See FRANKEN on A13 > 


Cake case 


revivesa 
question 
of rights 


Supreme Court case could 
affect St. Cloud couple’s 
wedding video lawsuit. 


By STEPHEN MONTEMAYOR 
smontemayor@startribune.com 


Angel and Carl Larsen are 
a St. Cloud couple with eight 
kids, deep Christian faith and 
a conviction that the First 
Amendment protects their vid- 
eography business from having 
to film same-sex weddings. 

Attorney General Lori 
Swanson is the state’s top law- 
yer who, alongside the state 
human rights commissioner, 
defended Minnesota against 
the Larsens’ lawsuit this year 
and won a sweeping ruling, 
which said the Constitution 
does not shield businesses 
from obeying state human 
rights law. 

Both sides will be watch- 
ing Tuesday, when the U.S. 
Supreme Court hears argu- 
ments in a parallel case 
brought by a baker against the 
state of Colorado. Swanson 
signed a friend-of-the-court 
brief siding with Colorado and 
citing the ruling Minnesota 
won from U.S. District Judge 
John Tunheim. The Larsens 
hope that a favorable decision 
from the nation’s highest court 
might help them win an appeal 
of their case. 

See LAWSUIT on A13 > 


Elder Voice 
rises to speak 
for victims 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


They aremembers ofagroup 
that no one would want to join. 
But they are growing in num- 
bers and political influence. 

They are the daughters, 
sons, spouses and other rela- 
tives of vulnerable adults who 
have been physically or emo- 
tionally abused at senior care 
facilities across Minnesota. 

In recent weeks this coali- 
tion, known as Elder Voice 
Family Advocates, has 
emerged from obscurity to 
play a central role in early 
efforts by the administra- 
tion of Gov. Mark Dayton to 
reform Minnesota’s troubled 
system for responding to vio- 
lent crimes and other forms of 
abuse in senior homes. 

Over the past year, its mem- 
bers have blanketed Minne- 

See VOICE on A8 > 


Read the series 
Left to Suffer is a five- 


part series detailing 
Minnesota’s chronic fail- 
ure to detect and pros- 
ecute crimes committed 
in senior care homes. 
startribune.com/suffer 


More of what matters to Minnesota. All day. Every day. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 612-673-4343 or 
go to startribune.com/subscribe 


STAR TRIBUNE Minneapolis, St. Paul MN * Volume XXXVI e No. 243 e Dec. 3, 2017 
ONLINE: startribune.com • NEWS TIPS: 612-673-4414 e COMMENTS: 612-673-4000 


